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of what an elementary book should be, principles being accentuated rather than bare 
facts. The summary ending of each chapter,- the suggested questions, pictures, and 
diagrams so clearly labeled, together with the sensible nomenclature and simple direc- 
tions given, make the teacher's work lighter and leave freedom for broader instruc- 
tion. The space given to such topics as localization of brain function, bacteria, 
ventilation, accidents, and emergencies is fully justified ; so also are the chapters on 
alcohol and narcotics, which have been carefully prepared to comply with the laws of 
various states. The teaching here is reasonable and convincing, quotations from 
noted investigators being given, rather than dogmatic assertions. The excellence of 
this book is indisputable as a text-book, not only for beginners, but also for academic 
classes, where it is desirable to shorten the course. 

Another publication of similar origin, scope, and adaptability to schools that 
have only limited time for the subject bears the expressive title Life and Health, by 
Blaisdell. Here also the general plan of the larger work, Practical Physiology, has 
been followed, and although the treatment has been simplified, there is new and 
valuable material in abundance. The illustrations, simple experiments, and other 
distinctive features that have made the Blaisdell series so successful have been retained 
in this new volume. 

The Story of a Living Temple, by the Rossiters — Frederick M. and Mary Henry 
— is good anatomy, physiology, and hygiene, and also poetry, pathos, humor, and 
reason combined. Among scientific works it is unusual and unusually delightful. 
Written for the young, it is fascinating to all ; as fanciful as a fairy-tale, it is yet an 
accurate text-book on the human body — the living temple itself. The reader knows 
not what most to admire — the narrative, the description, the exposition, the argument, 
the technical science, the poetry, or the ethics; but, while one is enjoying the simple 
charm of the story, there is the subconsciousness that a pre-eminently good book has 
come to the aid of the pedagogical penitents in the exercise of their bounden duty and 
service — the building of character. 

Amelia Earle Trant. 

Masten Park High School, 

Buffalo. 

The Study and Difficulties of Mathematics. By Augustus De Morgan. 
Second reprint edition, with portrait, bibliographies, and index. Edited 
by Thomas J. McCormack. Chicago : Open Court Publishing Co., 
1902. Pp. 288. 

This is a new edition of a book first published in 1831. Mr. De Morgan, for a 
long time professor in the University of London, was one of the ablest mathematicians 
and logicians of his time. He was a voluminous writer in both subjects, and has con- 
tributed much to the advancement of each science. 

As a teacher of mathematics he was unrivaled. He was noted for the clearness 
of his lectures and his keen appreciation of the difficulties of his subject. These 
characteristics are quite evident in this book. 

Although written so long ago, the book is still fresh, and contains much that will 
interest teachers of elementary mathematics. The name of the book well describes 
its contents. Some of the chapters are devoted to the consideration of general ques- 
tions involved in the study of elementary mathematics, while other chapters are 
concerned with the elucidation of the special difficulties of arithmetic, algebra, or 
geometry. 
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Among the chapters of the first sort, those on "The Axioms" and " The Defini- 
tions of Geometry," on " Geometrical Reasoning," on " Algebraical Notation," and 
on "The Development of Our Decimal System of Numbers," will be found most 
interesting. In the chapters on the " Special Difficulties " will be found much matter, 
of the sort that every teacher likes to have at his tongue's end, in explaining the 
difficult points of geometry and algebra. 

Teachers of secondary mathematics are indebted to Mr. McCormack for placing 
within their reach these excellent and suggestive essays, which have heretofore been 
inaccessible to most of us. 

Many references to other books and writers are given in the footnotes, which are 
particularly full on the subjects of logic and the axioms. The editor has contributed 
some references to recent works to supplement the lists of Mr. De Morgan. 

Charles W. Newhall. 

Shattuck School, 
Faribault, Minn. 
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[The notice here given does not preclude the publishing ot a comprehensive 
review of any of these books.] 

Electrical Problems. By William L. Hooper and Roy T. Wells. Pp. 170. 
Price, $1.25. Boston: Ginn & Co. 

This work contains sets of problems typical of those met with in electrical labor- 
atory and engineering practice, with very brief treatment of the methods of solution. 
It is intended to meet the need for a collection of numerical problems in the classes 
of colleges and technical schools. 

Real Things in Nature. By Edward S. Holden. Pp. 443. Price, 

New York: The Macmillan Co. 

Mr. Holden's books are well known to boys who are interested in nature, espe- 
cially animate nature. In this book he has gathered in a well-organized form well- 
known facts in the scientific world, has clothed these facts in interesting form, and 
there has made clear for the boys of the grammar grades the solution of many of the 
mysteries of the workings of the world about them. This is a book which might well 
be used as early as the fifth grade. 

Studies in Zoology. By James Merrill. Pp. 232. Price, 75 cents. Chicago: 
American Book Co. 

The plan of these Studies was worked out in the Manual Training High School, 
Kansas City, Mo., and was devised that the beginner in this subject may be encour- 
aged to study the animal in his environment, and be dependent on the book for sug- 
gestion only. 

Botany All the Year Round. By E. F. Andrews. Pp. 302. Price, $1. 

Chicago: American Book Co. 

The aim of this book is to lead the pupil to nature for the objects of each lesson, 
and to provide that the proper material shall be always available by so arranging the 
lessons that each subject will be taken up just at the time of year when the material 
for it is most abundant. 



